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FOR  THE  YEAR  1945. 


To  ; — The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Boston  Rural  District 

Council. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the 
year  1945,  compiled  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health  Circular 
28/46. 

Vital  Statistics  remain  substantially  the  same  as  last  year,  the 
Birth  Rate  being  maintained  at  a high  level  and  the  Death  Rate  rela- 
tively low.  The  population  shows  an  increase  of  70  on  the  figure  for 
the  year  1944.  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (i.e.,  deaths  of  infants 
under  one  year  of  age)  again  shows  a gratifying  decrease,  being  32.09 
per  1,000  live  births  in  1944  and  29.65  in  1945. 

The  Cleansing  and  Treatment  Station  for  Scabies  has  continued 
to  give  an  excellent  service  to  the  community  during  this  second  year 
since  its  inauguration.  The  number  of  cases  notified  in  the  year  was 
greatly  in  excess  of  the  figure  for  1944,  and  consequently  588  cases  of 
scabies  were  dealt  with  at  the  Station  as  compared  with  485  in  1944. 

Infectious  Diseases  for  the  most  part  shewed  a notable  increase 
over  the  figures  for  the  previous  year,  particularly  Measles  (593  in 
1945,  10  in  1944),  Whooping  Cough  (127  in  1945,  20  in  1944)  and 
Scabies  (178  in  1945,  56  in  1944).  It  must  be  noted  that  there  were 
no  cases  of  Diphtheria,  proving  the  great  value  of  the  Immunisation 
Scheme. 

Conservancy  has  undergone  some  advance  during  the  year  with 
the  acquisition  of  a new  modem  refuse  collecting  vehicle  and  the 
ordering  of  a vehicle  for  the  emptying  of  cesspools.  At  the  end  of 
the  year  a fully  detailed  scheme  for  the  drainage  and  sewerage  of  the 
whole  District  was  in  course  of  preparation. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation.  The  figure  of  79%  is  a most  gratifying 
one  for  the  proportion  of  children  in  the  District  now  immunised. 

In  concluding  this  brief  survey  of  your  Public  Health  Services 
during  the  year  1945,  I desire  to  express  my  thanks  to  all  the  members 
of  the  Staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  for  their  loyal  service 
and  enthusiastic  co-operation. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

D.  C.  ROBERTSON. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Public  Health  Department, 

8,  Bridge  Street, 

BOSTON. 

September,  1946. 
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SECTION  A. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 
OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  83,930 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  according  to  the 

Rate  Book  5,437 

Rateable  Value  £48,252 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  , £193 

Population  , 19,050 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

No  change  has  occurred  in  the  social  conditions  of  the  District 
during  the  year. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE  YEAR. 


Total  Male  Female 

Live  Births,  Legitimate,  332  179  153 

Illegitimate  39  24  15 

Stillbirths,  Legitimate  ......  9 6 3 

Illegitimate  2 11 

Deaths  174  96  78 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population 19.47 

Death  Rate  per  i,000  of  population  9.13 


Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  District  during 
1945,  the  following  were  in  respect  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  : 

Legitimate  Males  : 6 Females  ; 5 Total  : 11 

Illegitimate  Males  : Nil  Females  : Nil  Total  : Nil 

6 5 11 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  registered  live  births  was 


therefore  29.65. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  , 1 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhocea  (under  2 years)  , 2 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages) 29 
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SECTION  B. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  arrangements  operated  by  the  District  Nursing  Association 
and  the  Holland  County  Council  continued  to  function  during  the 
year. 


TREATMENT  CENTRES  AND  CLINICS. 

Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  in  respect  of  Venereal  Diseases, 
Tuberculosis  and  the  Infant  Welfare  and  School  Medical  Service,  and 
also  for  dealing  with  dental,  orthopaedic  and  ante-natal  cases,  continue 
to  be  provided  by  the  Holland  County  Council. 


TREATMENT  OF  SCABIES. 

The  Cleansing  and  Treatment  Centre,  inaugurated  in  1944  at  the 
Health  Centre,  4 London  Road,  Boston,  has  more  than  proved  its 
worth  during  1945,  as  the  appended  table  will  show.  In  addition  to 
dealing  with  cases  from  the  Borough  of  Boston  and  the  Boston  Rural 
District,  the  Centre  has  also  been  able  to  supplement  the  cleansing 
arrangements  of  other  neighbouring  authorities  on  several  occasions. 

The  cost  of  the  service  is  borne  by  each  Authority,  pro  rata  to 
the  number  of  cases  treated. 

One  treatment  has  usually  been  found  to  be  sufficient  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  and  the  Cleansing  Centre  is  regarded  as  one  of  our 
most  successful  ventures. 


Scabies — Cleansings  and  Treatments,  1945. 


Authority 

School  Age  Other  ages 

Total 

Boston  Rural  District 

64 

116 

180 

Boston  Borough 

170 

183 

353 

Other  Authorities  

25 

30 

55 

Totals 

259 

329 

588 
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SECTION  C. 


WATER  SUPPLY. 


Length  of  new  Water  mains  laid  in  1945  500  yds.  (2in.) 

Consumption  of  Water  for  1945  102,000,000  galls. 

Average  per  day  279,482.04  galls. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the 
District  supplied  from  public  water 

mains — direct  to  the  houses  4,400 

Population  concerned  ......  , 15,500 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  Dis- 
trict supplied  from  public  water  mains 

— by  means  of  stand-pipes  , 10 

Population  concerned  , , 40 


SAMPLES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLY. 

Fifty-two  samples  were  taken  from  the  Public  Supply  in  different 
Parishes  at  regular  intervals  during  the  year,  for  purposes  of  analysis. 
The  result  in  every  case  proved  the  water  to  be  satisfactory.  The 


samples  taken  were  as  follows  : — 

Full  Bacteriological  28 

Modified  Bacteriological  , ......  22 

Chemical  , 2 


WATER  (Other  than  Main  Supply). 

Number  of  samples  taken  from  Wells  or  Rainwater  Cisterns  1 
Number  found  upon  analysis  to  be  unfit  , 1 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING  AND  SANITATION,  ETC. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  1944  other  than 

by  the  Local  Authority  , , , Nil 

Erected  by  the  Local  Authority  ......  2 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  in  a state  unfit  for 

human  habitation  5 

Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  Undertaking 

was  signed  to  render  the  premises  fit  for  habitation  3 
Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which  an  Undertaking 
was  signed  that  the  premises  would  not  be  re-let  but 

would  be  used  for  agricultural  store  purposes  1 

Number  of  houses  found  to  be  unfit  and  upon  which 

a Demolition  Order  was  made  1 
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A house  which  had  an  Undertaking  in  force  to  the  effect  that  it 
would  not  be  re-let  but  used  as  storage  premises  was  found  to  be 
occupied.  The  Council,  after  consideration,  made  a Demolition  Order 
on  the  property. 

Repairs  to  houses  have  been  considerably  handicapped,  the 
Owners  and  agents  of  property  who  are  willing  to  undertake  the  work 
being  unable  to  find  a tradesman  to  carry  out  the  repairs,  except  after 
many  months  of  the  order  being  placed.  Notwithstanding  this  in- 
convenience, repairs  have  been  carried  out,  particularly  those  requiring 
urgent  attention. 

THE  DEFENCE  (GENERAL)  REGULATIONS,  1939. 

Two  licences  were  issued  enabling  the  owners  of  2 Houses  to 
temporarily  use  the  premises  for  occupation  of  persons  engaged  on 
agricultural  work. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

During  the  year,  the  Council  purchased  a new  modern  refuse 
collecting  vehicle,  which  was  delivered  at  the  end  of  September. 

The  use  of  this  vehicle  was  found  to  be  much  superior  to  the 
old  method  of  working,  and  should  prove  to  be  economical  in  use. 

Labour  for  the  most  part  was  difficult  to  obtain,  but  towards  the 
end  of  the  year  the  position  eased,  and  more  applications  were  received 
as  a result  of  local  advertisements. 

Disposal  of  refuse  has  been  carried  out  by  the  tipping  method, 
and  frequent  attention  has  been  given  to  prevent  any  nuisance  arising. 

The  scavenging  is  undertaken  in  the  urban  parts  of  the  following 


Parishes  : — 

Parish.  No.  of  houses  in  No.  of  Pails. 

area. 

Fishtoft  , 374  46 

Kirton  358  182 

Wyberton  , 362  150 


During  the  year  the  Council  decided  on  a scheme  of  cesspool 
emptying,  and  an  order  was  placed  with  a firm  for  the  requisite  vehicle. 
This  vehicle  had  not  been  delivered  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
scheme  embarked  upon  was  for  the  emptying  of  all  cesspools  not 
more  often  than  once  every  twelve  months,  on  demand  of  the  house- 
holder. Should  a more  frequent  service  be  required,  the  work  could 
be  undertaken  on  payment  of  a fee. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year,  the  Council  called  in  a firm  of  Con- 
sultant Engineers  to  prepare  a scheme  of  sewerage  and  sewage  dis- 
posal throughout  the  whole  of  their  District. 
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A report  from  this  Firm  was  considered  by  the  Council  at  a 
meeting  in  December,  when  the  report  was  approved  and  the  Con- 
sultant Engineers  asked  to  proceed  with  the  preparation  of  a fully 
detailed  scheme  on  the  lines  of  their  report. 

TENTS,  VANS  AND  MOVABLE  DWELLINGS. 


Number  licensed  3 

Inspections  , 6 

Nuisances  found  to  exist  1 

Nuisances  abated  , l 


RATS  AND  MICE  DESTRUCTION  ORDER,  1919. 


INFESTATION  ORDER,  1943. 

Number  of  Inspections  carried  out .,  , 1,878 

Total  number  of  rat-infested  areas  cleared , 93 

Major  infestations  dealt  with  .......  1 

DRAINAGE. 

Number  of  new  drains  examined  39 

Number  of  visits  for  purpose  of  above  117 

Number  of  Tests  (smoke)  Nil. 

Number  of  Tests  to  old  houses  (smoke)  Nil. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY — Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order  1936  and  1938. 

A Licence  to  use  the  Special  Designation  “ Pastevuised  ” in 
relation  to  milk  treated  by  the  pasteurising  process  was  granted  by 
the  Council  during  the  year. 

A Dealer’s  Licence,  authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation 
“ Tuberculin  Tested,”  was  also  granted  by  the  Council. 

The  following  Supplementary  Licences  were  issued  during  the 
year  : — 

1 Authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation  ” Accredited  ”. 

2 Authorising  the  use  of  the  Special  Designation  ‘‘  Pasteurised  ”. 

Sixteen  samples  of  pasteurised  milk  were  taken  during  the  year, 
and  in  14  cases  the  result  proved  satisfactory.  The  2 cases  which 
failed  to  pass  the  test  were  subjected  to  further  investigation,  and 
improvements  were  effected. 
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COWSHEDS,  DAIRIES  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Number  of  Cowkeepers  on  Register  , 189 

Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  (premises  in  district)  8 i 
Number  of  Retail  Purveyors  (premises  outside  • 15 

district)  , , : 7 I 

Thirteen  samples  of  raw  milk  were  taken,  either  at  the  place  of 
production  or  during  the  course  of  delivery.  The  following  bacterio- 
logical results  were  obtained  : — 

2 samples  of  very  good  keeping  quality  ; 

3 samples  of  good  keeping  quality  ; 

4 samples  of  fair  keeping  quality  ; and 
4 samples  of  poor  keeping  quality. 

Where  a sample  proved  to  be  of  poor  keeping  quality,  further 
action  was  taken  in  each  case. 

Inspections  of  Cowsheds  and  Dairies  were  carried  out,  and  during 
the  year  9 premises  were  brought  up  to  date. 

REGISTRATION  OF  PRESERVED  FOOD  PREMISES. 

Number  of  premises  on  register  for  the  preparation  of 


preserved  foods  ......  32 

Number  of  premises  on  Register  for  the  manuacture  or 

sale  of  Ice-cream  , 8 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Food  condemned  during  the  year  included  the  following  : — 


lbs. 

Meat  479 

Tins  of  Meat  , 7 

Tins  of  Fish  ......  ......  18 

Tins  of  Peas  ....._.  , 3 

Tins  of  Beans  2 

Tins  of  Milk  , ......  1 

Tins  of  Soup  4 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

In  January,  1945  In  December,  1945. 
Licensed  2 1 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

Licensed  Premises  (knackers  yard)  , 1 

BAKEHOUSES. 

Number  on  Register  21 

Number  of  Inspections  24 

Contraventions  of  Regulations  , 6 
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SECTION  F. 


PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


The  following  Infectious  Diseases  were  notified  during  the  year  : 


Scarlet  Fever 
Whooping  Cough 

Erysipelas  

Measles 

Pneumonia  , 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

Chicken  Pox  

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 
Scabies  


57 

127 

4 

593 

10 

3 

99 

4 

178 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

A total  of  18  cases,  11  Pulmonary  and  7 Non-Pulmonary,  were 
notified  to  me  in  the  District  during  the  year. 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  Public  Health 
(Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  Section  172  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

IMMUNISATION  AGAINST  DIPHTHERIA. 

During  1945,  260  children  in  the  Rural  District  completed  a course 
of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria  under  arrangements  made  by  the 
Holland  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  and  School 
Medical  Services. 

Children  under  5 years  of  age  : — 

Of  1,710  children  in  the  District  of  this  age  group,  988  (i.e.,  58%) 
have  been  immunised. 

Children  between  5 and  15  years  of  age  : — 

Of  3,220  children  in  the  District  of  this  age  group,  2,898  (i.e., 
90%)  have  been  immunised. 

Totals,  all  children  under  15  years  of  age  : — 

3,886  children  out  of  a total  of  4,930  under  the  age  of  15  years 
(i.e.,  79%)  have  therefore  received  the  benefit  of  this  service  in  the 
Rural  District. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Visits  and  Disinfections  by  Sanitary  Inspector  134 
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